
AYA NAGAR Development Project

Urban development in Gurgaon of the last decade.

Entrance Chowk

Market Chowk Bus Terminus

Rain water reservoir central
to the settlement

Neighbourhood street

Main market road

URBAN RENEWAL BY CITIZENS

The spread of unauthorized construction in our cities has assumed
significant proportions. It is estimated that in Delhi, the population
resident in unauthorized colonies is about 4 million.

Recently the Delhi Government issued ‘provisional regularization’
certificates to about 1400 of the unauthorized colonies, and started the
process of redevelopment / renewal to bring these into the urban
mainstream. However, the morphology and the urban structure of these
colonies is different from the ‘greenfield’ development guided by the
Delhi Master Plan.

One such provisionally regularized unauthorized colony is Aya Nagar,
situated in South-West Delhi, on the Mehrauli-Gurgaon Road, adjacent
to the Delhi-Haryana border.

A new paradigm is required to address and resolve the
complex set of environmental, cultural, and legal issues
arising from this ‘spontaneous’development.

Steps in the process of urban renewal by citizens,

Survey and diagnosis of existing habitat, the existing
framework of governance and implementation policies
for urban renewal.

Demonstrate alternative approaches by empowering
citizens towards urban improvements which can be
citizen-managed and maintained at the neighbourhood
level.

Create partnerships between citizens and state
government agencies, and develop a policy framework
for the institution of local self governance.
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Ring road constructed by local
authority around the original
settlement.

Original homestead

Community space adjoining
central water reservoir

The Aya Nagar Development
Project is designed to

demonstrate that citizen action
combined with expert

technical advice can drive the
local authority

to provide
appropriate infrastructure

and improve
the urban habitat.

Settlement Map of Aya Nagar
prepared as a result of citizen action
and co-operation between State
government agencies and independent
technical experts. Urban development along

Delhi - Jaipur highway

Planned developments
of South Delhi

Topographical survey map of Aya Nagar commissioned by the State engineering
agency on the request of citizen groups, to serve as the base map for urban
renewal proposals.
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AYA NAGAR Development Project

The project began with the formation of a community organisation registered for
development action in co-operation with the State government. As a first task the
various sub- community groups entererd into a dialogue and prepared a list of
development needs.

The priority areas for development initiatives in Aya Nagar are:

- Public health - Proper functioning drainage and water supply systems,
including rain water harvesting.

- Revitalization of the Johar (central reservoir) and landscape development to
become the main community public space -  an Eco Park.

- Safety in mobility - better roads, decongestion of traffic and increased bus
service with a proper terminal.

- Community facilities like a baraat ghar / community centre.
- Government health care facilities like clinics / hospitals and veterinary

Services.
- Improvements in the condition of  existing schools.
- Higher education facilities, especially for girls.
- Sports centre for the youth.

- Improved electric supply.

- Citizen Mobilisation
- Social Survey of

demographic profile
and skill sets.

- Citizen Information
Centre

- Awareness raising
campaigns

- Awareness and
empowerment of citizens

through information
- Networking with

technical experts and
development agencies

- Identification of
funders, public and

private

- Solid Waste
Management

- Johar Revival + Rain
Water Harvesting

- Sewerage and Surface
drainage

- Johar - Landscape Work
- Proposal for road widening

- Recording for learning

- For Sharing

- For Funding

- For Awareness Raising
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Key Map showing location of
Ghoda Mohalla in Aya Nagar

Proposed drainage scheme for Ghoda Mohalla

Proposal for landscape treatment around the
Johar (central reservoir), with

re-alignment of roads to remove traffic
bottle-neck on arrival.

All sections of the diverse community
of Aya Nagar agreed on the primary
developmental requirement being

(public health)

The first demonstration (sub) project is
for solid waste management and in-situ
sewerage and drainage provision in one
neighbourhood, Ghoda Mohalla; by
making primary treatment of sewerage
available at the nearest public space,
which is the inner street, with waste
water and treated effluent carried in
sub-grade pipes by gravity to the Johar
(central reservoir) through a reed bed
for secondary treatment. The treated
water becomes a resource for the
community.

drainage

To enhance dialogue and focus the interest of the
citizens on the development potential, relevant
information is shared with all, by means of a
website and posters distributed with daily
newspapers throughout the settlement.

The information campaign is designed to
raise resources, both human and financial.

The citizens of Aya Nagar have migrated from
all parts of India, making this settlement

virtually a microcosm of the whole country.
The urban morphology of Aya Nagar is

typical of growing Indian cities.

Critically recording the process of
development here becomes an opportunity to

learn first hand about restructuring urban
space for benefit of the majority.

Aya Nagar Johar (central reservoir) on a good day

Both sides
of the poster

A page of the website


